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in inti'oiiu'.'O a machine, lift should malce it a matter of 
:i'.,'ri(.)us vei'lection what would be the consequences of such 
hitroduetion. If tlie sole result would bo the giving out 
ill greater quaxitity, what is already supplied bv mtmuul 
labour to tho full extent of demand, aud the maenino pro- 
jirietor be the sole individual benefitted, at the espeiiceof 
the workuiun, then, though we would be the first to cou- 
demu the viok-iwe of the working: cliuises, we could ni;t 
wonder at their coviplahiU. 

^Vll(l, then, are to be the judn;es? To answer this 
question would brin.K us into the thorny path of ])o!itics: 
li-t every reader rcilcct on the subject for himself. It is 
s-.iid by the advocates for the indiscriminate introduction 
of uiaehinery tliat " sockiy breukit tlte fall of ilia wor/cman ■" 
that wlicn a machine is introduced, which throws a num- 
ber of liands out of eniployuxcnt, they are sent to seek 
oi.it new l)raiiches of industrj', and to acquire now handi- 
crafts, and thus the fields of trade and commerce are ex- 
tended, and the cost of all produce brought to a level. 
Tliis may be true to a certain extent in England, where, 
if the workman fails in acquiring a new craft, he has at 
legist the Four Laws to stand between liim and utter 
destituti.ni. lint in Ireland, where there is little trade, 
littt:; commerce, because there is little capital, where the 
workman, if he lose one branch of industry may look in 
vain for anoth<;r, and where there are no Pooh Laws to 
stop the <'ry of famine, the case is verj' diiferenL Cham- 
liers, in his common sense way, admits that maclunery is 
a stupendous power brought to bear against the working 
chisses, and which is rapulh/ cfficthig ihcir iimtiliihlitjn ! 
lie also declares that no power can stop its progress — 
tliat we mi;jht as well attempt to blot out the sun us arrest 
(he progress of niachiuery. He himself employs tlie aid 
of machinery in printing his usei'ul papers ; and the only 
runn.'dy whit:h he jmjposes — tlie only thing which he 
tliinks the workman thrown out of eniploymeut by uacbi- 
nery can do, is to fl;/ from his couutiy, and settle iu the 
wtistern wilds, whore the uncleared forests aud uncultivated 
)ilains present a field for manual labour so vast, that if aU 
tlie population of Britain were turned into it, tliey would 
form but a drop in the bucket. 

Every [irinting press is, of cour.se, a nuiclmie. Each 
pnss employs two individuals ; and ever}' thousand copies 
of the Ditb'i,in Pk.nnv Journml tdiua up four howi in 
jirinting, there being two presses and four men constantly 
employed upon it, frequently working day and night. 
When any thing delays the sending it to press ten dai/ii 
helore the date of publication, severe 'extra labour is 
required to bring up the lost time, and produce the 
number of copies requisite ; and frequently tie delaj' has 
very seriously interfered with the interests aud circulation 
of the perioilical. Here, then, is a case ui point. The 
[irintej would be justified in the eye of common sense in 
procuring ii machine, by which the Journal could be all 
jirinted off in a few days, and thus not only the annoyance, 
the loss of time, the extra expense be avoided, but tlie 
Jourrial enabled in every resjiect to compete with the 
Enylish and Scotch periodicals. Yet from the fear of 
setting an example of reckless indifference to the interests 
<Tf men, from the fear of awakening tliat spirit of avari- 
cious emulation, which would indiscrimiuately introduce 
machinery, which would supersede manual labogr, he has 
hitherto abstained. Doubtless, the case still stands, that 
it is but ci-changhig one iiiac/ihic far anoffim: Yet as num- 
bers of men depend ibr subsistence on their kihour at the 
<j/(/ machines, the printing presses, the nf«J machines should 
nut be recklessly introduced ; and aii Ireland is yet eom- 
pavatively giiill/cki of niaeliinery, let it be introduced cau- 
tiously and deliberately, least in breaking up the soil for 
her future improveiuent, we hastily and wantonly plough 
through the hopes, the jirosiiects, and the interests of her 
v.uikisig classes. F. 



THE COMET. 

(C'untinni'd from pngv liJB.) 

Iti our former number, v.-c stated that the perihelion 
passage of the comet was predicted to take place on the 
-7th of November, U>!i!. It was also predicted that it 
would pass near the orbit of the eai th. There predictions, 



which there is no reason to t'liuk iuKccurate, excited Iujv,-- 
ever a very disproportionate interest in the minds (;f (jtr- 
sous unaccjuainted with astronomj-, who thought tiiat 
nobo<ly would take all this trouble about an almo"st invisi- 
hlo thing, and that the e::ipected and ta!ked-of comet nm- 1 
be some enormous and terrible visitant. Accordingly, a 
few niontiis ago, the newspapeis abounded with accounts 
of persona, w ho, without any incuiuljraiice oi telesccjies, 
(and for ought wo know in ihe day time) had seen this 
monstrous comet : there were eveirdetailcd descrii3tio!is 
of comet hurricanes, which regularly set in, every night 
at the very time of the comet's passing the meiidiaii. Iu 
reality, however, the comet is so extremely faint an object 
that we have not received anv authentic account of its 
being seen at all, except by Sir John Hcrsehel. He, in- 
deed, inheriting the iniuiense reiiectors, and not dea'ene- 
ruting from the fame of his illustrious father, wa^ able tn 
detect this little w anderer in a place not much ditieriiig 
from that which theory had unsigned : and tiie snhJiine 
delight was experienced", which attends the fuliilment of 
scientific prediction, the realization of scientific idea. 

It, is this periodical return aud consequent fitness for 
frequent comparison with theory, that invests with sr. 
gi'cat an interest, in the minds of astronomers, a body 
which, from its smallness and faintness, would otherwise 
^be utterly iusiguificant. Revolving about the sun in less 
tlian seven years, it seems to belong to our own systtii;, 
to our own solar family. V,'e can coiiipare its motions 
with those of our own sister idanets, and trace in the one, 
as in the other, the influence of the sun's attraction, and 
tlie fulfilment of the laws of Kcjder : an iniiueiice and a 
fulfilment which can indeed be also traced iu the orbits of 
all other comets, for example in that of the great cosnet 
of 1811, but only through very small portions of those 
enormous orbits, the rest being invisible by distanc*. 
Only a very few, out of the many comets that have been 
seen, are kno\\n as yet to revolve in moderate jierioils 
aliout the sun : and the comet of Biela was hailed with 
interest and delight, as an accession to this little band. 
Astronomers expect that near the end of 1S35 anothtr of 
these periodic comets will return to its perihelion, the 
celebrated comet of Halley, which was last seen about 
the time of the accession of George the Third, and w hicli, 
at intervals of about three quarters of a century, had 
several times beibre attracted the notice of Eurojie. 

The periodicity of Biela's comet has been assigned as a 
reason for its interesting astronomers 7iolwitJistandbig its 
smallncss. But there is a view, in w'hich its veri/ smalinesi 
gives to it an interest that it would not otherwise possess. 
To explain this other source of interest, we must be 
allowed to make some remarks on another little periodic 
comet, the comet of Encke's, which passed its perilielion 
last May, tliough from its faintuess and southern position 
it was not seen this year in Europe, and was only detected 
at the observatory of the Cape of Good Hojie, by Mr. 
Henderson, who has the charge of that establishment. 
This comet, also, though never easily visible, had been 
long watched hy astronomers with interest from the ra- 
pidity of its revolution about the sun. But this interest 
has of late been greatly increased, by the detection, in 
its motion, of a little irregularity, which has been succes.^- 
fuHy accounted for on the supposition of a resisting ether 
difi'used through the planetary spaces, while it docs not 
seem to admit of any other exjilanation. No efl'ect, indeed, 
of such resistance, tias been yet detected iu the motions 
of the plaaiets : but this objection to an ether is not for- 
midable, much less decisive. For there is abundant evi- 
dence that the planets arc bodies far more dense and 
massy than any ordinary comets, and especially tlian those 
little'comets now in qu'estiou ; and we know that a feather 
is greatly resisted by sui atmosphere through which a 
stone luuJies its way without any sensible hindrance. 
And a-s, in order to observe the eifeets of the resistance 
of our atmosphere, we do not use the densest but the 
rarest moveables, a f<;ather not a stone, so astronomers are 
glad when they find themselves furnished in the hetiveiis 
with a new celestial feather, if we may call it so, where- 
with to prove the existence and watch the effects of that 
fine ether, through which tlie old cannon halls of planets 
held on so free a way. Thus then the very smallness of 
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Biela's (as of Encke's) comet, is favourable to the inqui- 
ries of astronomers on an important question. But if this 
sraaUness were not combined with periodical return, the 
comet would disappear for ever, before it could be long 
enough observed to give any decisive testimony on this 
question of a resisting ether , and then it would be only 
one of a crowd, to which every few years are adding, 
and which have little other interest than the possibility 
that a remote posterity may one day detect, in the celes- 
tial phenomena of their age, some unexpected connexions 
\rith our then ancient records. 

We have not spoken of the near approach of the orbit 
of Biela's comet to the orbit of the earth, although this has 
often been popularly put forward as a groixnd of alarming 
interest. There is indeed a very near approach of the two 
oval orbits to each other at their nearest points, an approach 
within about twenty thousand miles, according to the 
dements of Baron Damoiseau ; so that the comet, moving 
in its own oval path, came, about the end of last October, 
according to calculations founded on those elements, to be 
only twenty thousand miles from the nearest point of the 
oval path of the earth : and, therefore, if the earth had 
happened to be at the same time in that nearest point, the 
comet would have been much nearer than the moon, and 
would only have been removed from the earth's surthce by 
about two diameters of the earth. But the earth did not 
come up to that nearest point till about the end of Novem- 
ber ; and this difterence of a month in time had so great 
an influence on the mutual distance of the two bodies, that 
the comet in its late approach came no nearer thaii within 
about fifty millions of miles, and is now receding from us. 
It is little likely that the earth and comet will ever happen 
to arrive together at the nearest points of their resiiective 
paths ! still less that the changes which the attractions of 
the planets are perpetually making will ever so alter the 
comet's oval as to make the two paths_ exactly intersect, 
ojT approach so near as to render a collision possible : but 
even a collision with a body so light and cloudlike as the 
comet, would not be attended with those disastrous effects 
which some have amused themselves with imagining, and 
we need not be much concerned on tkis head for tiro fate 
of our great great great great grand children. H. 

THE DYING ENTHUSIAST TO HIS FRIEND. 

FOR THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 

Xifc — liko ft dome of innny-colorod fflruw^ 

Stains tlio wliite rfldinnce of Eternity, 

Until Ueatli trftmpk'S it to frnguicnts. SiiEtLv. 

Speak no more of life — 

What can life bestow 
In this amphitheatre of strife. 

All times dark with tragedy and woe? 
Knowest thou not how care and pnin 
Build their lampless dwelling in the brain. 
Ever as the stern intrusion 

Of our teachers, Time and Truth, 
Turns to gloom the bright illusion 

Rainbowed on the soul of youth? 
Wouldst thou have me live when this is so ? 
Oh! no — no! 

A.8 tlio flood of Time 
Sluggishly doth flow. 

Look how all of beaming and sublime 
Sinks into the black abysm below ! 

Yea, the loftiest intellect 

Earliest on the strand of death is wrecked. 

Nought of lovely — nothing glorious 
Lives to triumph o'er decay ; 

Desolation reigns victorious- 
Mind is dungeon-walled by clay. 

Could I bear to feel mine own laid low ? 
Oil ! no — no ! 

O'er the troubled earth 

Thronging millions go — 
But, behold how Genius, Love, and Worth, 

Move like lonely phau toras, to and fro. 
Siins are quenched, and kingdoms fall. 
But the doom of these outdarkens all ! 
Die they, then? Yes, Love's devotion, 



Stricken, withers in its bloom ; 
Fond affections, deep as ocean, 

In their cradle find their tomb. 
Shall I linger but to count each throe ? 
Oh ! no — no ! 

Prison-bursting Death ! 

Wdloome, then, thy blow ! 
Thine is but the forfeit of my breath, 

Not the Spirit — not the Spirit's glow I 
Spheres of Beauty ! hallowed Sidu-res, 
Undefiiced by time, undimmed by teai-s, 
Henceforth hail ! Oh ! who would gvovel 

In a world impure as this, 
Who would dwell in coll or liovel 

When a palace might be hia? 
Dare I longer the bright lot forego? 
Oh! no — no! 

SAINT MONDAY. 



M. 



What Irishman — what Englishman — ay, what cautious 
Scotchman, does not know Saint Monclut/ ? It has long been 
a ruinous day — except to the publicans ! One day of rest 
and relaxation is not enough — the drinking and exce.ss begun 
on Sunday must be followed up on Saint Monday, and" on 
Tuesday, the exhausted nioclmnic; returns to ids employment, 
begins gradually to recover, and on Wednesday is in worlibuj 
order for the week. We hope this old custom is bri^akuig up, 
a custom so injurious to the health, the morals, the purses, 
and the comfort of the working classes. Every lionest me- 
chanic otiglit to frown on the custom of keejiing Saint JMou- 
day. And if every sober industrious man would combine — 
■morallij combine — to put it down, more work w<mld be done, 
more money would be Jiuuk and nuvcd — health would be pre- 
served, and lives would bo prolonged. 

Wo quote the following to showtliat Siiint Monday was not 
formerly as now jiecuhnr to the British Islands. 

" A custom had prevailed for a long time in Germany for 
persons who were employed in the lower kinds of trade to 
consider Monday as a day set apart for idleness; nor could 
any inducement, prevail upon them to ujijily themselves to 
work on that day. This was not only the custom of master- 
tradesmen, but they also indulged their journoynien and oilier 
ser^•ants in the same privilege. On thesu occasions, the com- 
mon people had rocom-se to drinking and every sp(!cie8 of de- 
bauchery. This injurious practice of keqiing JSlue Monday, 
as it was csiUed, prevailed to such a dogreu, tluit this day was 
distinguished by outrages, tumults, and riots of every descri]]- 
tion. All means for restraining such licentious behaviour wire 
iueffoctual ; monncos of punishment were disregarded, and the 
rioters took every ojiportunity of nbusing those who ojiposed 
them. At length tlioy dispersed the following declaration 
throughout the principal cities of the empire : — 
" Brethren, 

" We inform you that no man who is a bravo fellow (eiH 
braver kerl) will ever work in any city or town on the Blue 
Monday, if he does, ha may expect the consequences, and 
that soon. We have been under the necessity of adopting 
this measure, to preserve our rights." 

This atrocious conduct excited so general an alarm, that 
the Emperor, Joseph the Second, the diet and the minor 
potentates of Germany, foreseeing the baneful and Isital con- 
sequences it should of nocessily produce in trade, publislujd an 
edict, by virtue of which, not only every abuse was remedied, 
but the custom of keeping Blue Blonday was entirely abolish- 
ed. The punishment inflicted on the delinquent was — six 
years in irons, and hard labour during that time on the fortili- 
cations. 

In some places the journeymen at first paid no attention to 
this edict; the ' punishment, however, was imroodiately put 
in execution, and more than twenty of the ringleaders expe- 
rienced the force of it. The other tmdea-i)eoplo, when the 
execution of tliis rigorous but necessary law was iufiicted 
on their comrades, returned to order ; anil since that salutary 
measure took phice. Blue Monday is hitfdly ever mentioned 
or thought of.'' 
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